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Background: Reports on the rates of physical violence (PV) in public institutions are minimal. We 
investigated the prevalence, pattern, and risk factors for PV among public university students.                                                          
Methodology: A descriptive, cross-sectional study was conducted among 425 students from two public 
tertiary institutions in Rivers State in December 2021 during the 16 days of activism against gender-based 
violence (GBV) commemorated by the Medical Women’s Association of Nigeria, Rivers State Branch. 
Descriptive analysis and chi-square test of difference were performed. 
Results: The mean age of respondents was 22±3.09 years; 250 (58.8%) were females and 175 (41.2%) were 
males. Overall, 141 students had ever experienced PV with a prevalence of rate of 33.2% (35.6% in females 
and 29.7% in males) while 23 (5.4%) of students experienced it within the 12 months preceding the study 
and with most cases (95.7%) occurring in school. Males (90.9%) and intimate partners (47.8%) were the 
most common perpetrators. The most common form reported was a slap (14, 63.6%). A greater proportion 
of students who resided at home (Fisher’s χ2=15.367, P=0.001) and had sexual intercourse (χ2=16.964, 
P<0.001), were victims of physical violence. Significant predictors of PV were age (aOR: 1.10, 95%CI: 
1.00-1.19) and ever engaging in sexual intercourse (aOR: 2.70, 95%CI: 1.55-4.68).  
Conclusion: The prevalence of PV among students in tertiary institutions in River’s state was high, 
perpetrated mostly by males and intimate partners. Engaging in sexual intercourse significantly predicted its 
occurrence. 
Keywords: Prevalence; Predictors; Physical Violence; Nigeria. 
 

  

Corresponding Author: *Ogechukwu Mary-Anne Isokariari, Medical Women’s Association of Nigeria, Rivers State Branch, Nigeria. 
ogechi.odo@gmail.com 
 
This is an open-access journal, and articles are distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-Share Alike 
4.0 License, which allows others to remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, as long as appropriate credit is given, and the new 
creations are licensed under the identical terms. 
 
How to cite this article: Isokariari OM, Ogbonna VI, Bademosi A, Adeyemo C, Agala V, Ajie I, Weje C, Buowari DY, Ogu R, Maduka O. 
Prevalence and Predictors of Physical Violence Among Students in Tertiary Institutions in Rivers State. Niger Med J 2023;64(1):151.  
 

 

 
 
 

Original Article

Abstract

Quick Response Code:

Abstract 


